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With three accomplished assessors working for the company - Michael
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Our assessors are qualified to mark the competency of individuals who
are working towards vocational qualifications for the MPQC’s (Mineral
Products Qualification Council) approval process. They also audit
employees who already have their vocational qualification but require a
five-year assessment to achieve continued competency.

We’re pleased to announce the expansion
of our vocational assessing team; a division
that ensures all personnel have suitable
competency to successfully fulfil their roles.

TOGETHER, THE TEAM CAN ASSESS:
EDITORIAL TEAM

• MPQC Level 2 Award in Explosives Storage for the Extractive and Minerals
Processing Industries – 603/1026/1

Editor in Chief
Editorial
Photography

• MPQC Level 2 Certificate in Face Profiling for the Extractive and Minerals
Processing Industries – 603/1027/3

Ben Williams
McConnells
EPC-UK

• MPQC Level 3 Diploma in Shotfiring for the Extractive and Minerals
Processing Industries – 603/1029/7
JOIN THE CONVERSATION

Follow EPC-UK across a range
of social media channels and
join our growing number of
friends online.
We’ll keep you up-to-date
with all the latest news,
events and developments.
You can enjoy great videos
and images plus find out
more about our people and
what we do.

• MPQC Level 5 Certificate in Blast Design for the Extractive and Minerals
Processing Industries – 603/1031/5
• MPQC Level 5 Diploma in Shotfiring Supervision for the Extractive and
Minerals Processing Industries – 603/1032/7
• MPQC Level 2 Diploma in Drilling Operations - 603/1186/1
• MPQC Level 3 Certificate in Bulk Explosive Truck Operations – 603/1028/5

For further information about our training courses, please visit our
website, call 01773 832 253, or email learning@epc-groupe.co.uk

FEEDBACK

EPC-UK, Venture Crescent,
Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 7RA
www.epc-groupe.co.uk
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We value the comments of our
readers which we use to further
improve the magazine. If you have
any questions, suggestions or you
would like to contribute to the
publication please contact:
communications@epc-groupe.co.uk

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT
We are beginning this issue of Onsite with a ‘Pause for Thought’.
Here at EPC-UK we hold a
‘Safety Pause’ before every
meeting, which has helped us
to establish our core value of
safety and re-enforce our safety
culture. These opportunities
for sharing have provided us
with an opportunity to listen to
each other’s thoughts, concerns
and recommendations on
safety practices within the
company. These ‘Pauses’ have
been extremely effective and have now matured with
our overall culture. Following employee feedback we
have decided to extend this initiative to encapsulate all
aspects of health, safety and mental well-being – and
it has become a ‘Pause for Thought’. This ‘Pause for

#IQExcellenceAwards
#HeartSafeAwards #Teamwork
We’re celebrating the news that
over the past few months we
have won not one, but three
industry awards. We achieved
outstanding success at the regional
IQ Excellence Awards winning
‘Best Initiative to Engage the
Workforce’ for Commit to be Fit
and the ‘Most Effective Health and
Safety Leadership’. We also received
‘Property and Construction Winner
2019’ at the UK Heart Safe Awards
– an accolade presented by the
dedicated children’s charity, Hand
on Heart. You can read more about
these awards and what they mean
to EPC-UK on pages 4 and 5.
#DigitalQuarry #Drones #Expertir
#Hillhead2020
We are constantly striving to stay
at the forefront of technological
innovations, ensuring that we
provide our customers with the
very latest drilling and blasting
techniques. Our drone fleet is
just one example of this. Since its
introduction it continues to grow

Thought’ initiative will be taken into 2020 and beyond
to encourage all employees to share a concern at the
beginning of meetings that they may well feel relevant
to the health and well-being of themselves and their
colleagues.
I am extremely proud that our “One Team” culture has
matured to such a stage in our business. The mental
welfare of our employees is now just as important as
their physical health and this year we introduced a
course, in conjunction with MHFA (Mental Health First
Aid) England to enable participants to qualify as ‘Mental
Health First Aiders’. We now have 36 employees who
have received this training, with more sessions planned
throughout 2020. This continuation of our health, safety
and well-being journey is just one of the initiatives to
have been implemented since our last Onsite.

from strength to strength and our
latest investment, a fixed-wing
WingtraOne drone, will enhance our
surveying capabilities even further
(pages 6-7). In addition, our Blast
Engineering Software Expertir, (inhouse drilling and blasting software
package developed by “Blast
Engineers for Blast Engineers”), is
playing a pivotal role in bringing the
next generation digital technology
to our customers’ sites. We are
looking forward to showcasing
Expertir at next year’s Hillhead 2020
and hope to see many of you there
(pages 18–19)!
#Imerys #Tunstead
#Rock-on-Ground
In this issue of Onsite you can
learn more about the services and
products we provide for two of our
customers, Tarmac-owned Tunstead
Quarry and Imerys. Tunstead has
recently received the first delivery
of bulk emulsion from our new
state-of-the-art Matrix Plant (pages
24-25), whilst Imerys has progressed
from a supply-only to a complete
‘rock-on-ground’ customer. You can
read more about why Imerys made

this journey and how it is enabling
us to provide the team with a true
360° blasting service (pages 10-13).
#Bees #Farming #Conservation
Supporting and conserving the
environments in which we work
is important to us. This is why we
utilise surrounding land for farming
and have introduced several
beehives at our Rough Close Works
site. In this issue we look more
closely at safety on our farms and
how our team marked Farm Safety
Week (pages 16-17). You can also
learn more about our bees and how
they are getting on in their new
home (pages 8-9)!
If there are any topics regarding
our service, products or industry
that you would like to see in future
issues, please do get in touch.
I hope you enjoy reading this issue
of Onsite.

Ben Williams
Managing Director
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THREE CHEERS FOR THREE AWARDS!
Contributor: Julie Wootton, Head of HR & IT | EPC-UK

We’ve been delighted and honoured to learn that in the last few months,
EPC-UK has been commended not once, but three times for our notable
achievements at two, nationally recognised award ceremonies.

Scan me for the latest
news from EPC-UK
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PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE

‘BEST INITIATIVE TO ENGAGE THE WORKFORCE’

In October, we achieved outstanding success at the
IQ Excellence Awards; accolades created and hosted
by The Institute of Quarrying to celebrate the personal
and professional excellence of people working in the
mineral extractives sector.

It was great to learn that we’d impressed the judges
with the guidance and support we offer employees to
improve physical and mental well-being; from nutrition
and exercise, to mindfulness and mental health.
‘MOST EFFECTIVE HEALTH AND SAFETY LEADERSHIP’

REGIONAL SUCCESS – NATIONAL PROMISE
We achieved North of England regional
accreditation in the categories of ‘Best
Initiative to Engage the Workforce’ for
Commit to be Fit, and ‘Most Effective
Health and Safety Leadership’ recognising
our Managing Director, Ben Williams. As a result, we’ll
automatically receive entry to the grand final - planned
to take place at Hillhead 2020 next June. All fingers are
crossed for a positive outcome!

HEART SAFE SUCCESS

The recognition of Ben
Williams’ commitment and
drive has also been valued,
with an award that realises the
importance he places on health
and safety at EPC-UK, through
strong leadership and the
ability to inspire his team.

Commit
to be

fit!

Through fundraising events, such as our annual golf
day, charity walks and even a sponsored Paris to
London bike ride, we have been able to purchase
defibrillators and the associated training for 23
installations.

Our series of successes haven’t stopped there, as we’ve
also been chosen as ‘Property and Construction Winner’
2019 at the UK Heart Safe Awards – accolades devised
and presented by dedicated children’s charity, Hand on
Heart.

RECOGNISING LIFE SAVERS

Ever striving to work as a force for good within
our industry, we began supporting Hand on Heart
seven years ago, and have since been raising money
to increase defibrillator numbers in schools and
communities nationwide.

With its vision to see all children’s educational
establishments and community facilities have
defibrillators in place, Hand on Heart held its eighth
annual awards ceremony at the A.J. Bell Stadium in
Manchester. We were delighted to be included among
the commended award winners; each of whom
found the time, energy and resources to become life
savers, create heart safe environments within their
communities and support the ambition of Hand on
Heart.
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THE WINGTRAONE – COMPLETING THE
DIGITAL QUARRY CIRCLE
Contributor: Dr Rob Farnfield, Head of Explosives Engineering | EPC-UK

Drones are now an integral part of our blast surveying capabilities, enabling
us to make more precise models of blast faces in a significantly reduced time
frame. However, we are continually working to evolve these capabilities and
provide our customers with cutting edge industry-leading technology.

Scan me for the latest
news from EPC-UK
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DRONE EVOLUTION
Our latest investment is the WingtraOne Professional
vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) fixed-wing drone.
It can map large areas with unprecedented image
quality and accuracy, plus thanks to its VTOL design
it can operate - safely take off, collect data and
land - from challenging and limited spaces making it
perfect for rough and busy work sites. It also boosts
safety by enabling data collection without the danger
of climbing stockpiles or walking amongst moving
equipment.
A BIRD’S EYE VIEW
In addition to its VTOL capabilities,
the drone hosts a 42 mega-pixel
camera and includes the technology
to georeference all images in
conjunction with a single fixed
ground station. The photographs obtained can then
be processed using photogrammetry software to
generate fully georeferenced 3D models.

THE COMPLETE DIGITAL QUARRY
In addition to managing data from WingtraOne, the
Delair system also allows the storing and viewing of
blast designs undertaken by EPC-UK’s Expertir blast
design software, which means we can provide a
complete 360°digital service from sky to screen.

Our partnership with Delair, a
visual intelligence solution that
manages and analyses data, allows the
direct uploading of images captured by
WingtraOne onto its web-based quarry
modelling system. This enables full quarry
models to be produced and various
measurements, such as quarry reserve
depletion, haul road analysis, gradient
analysis, stockpile surveys, oversize
analysis, and bund height analysis,
to be taken.
Dr Robert Farnfield
Head of Explosives Engineering - EPC-UK

This significant development by
EPC-UK is a demonstration of our
continued commitment to advancing
blasting techniques through the use of
technology. This drone will allow us to
provide our customers with much faster
surveys and more precise results, whilst
its fully autonomous VTOL ability will
help to improve productivity and more
importantly, safety.
Dr Robert Farnfield
Head of Explosives Engineering - EPC-UK
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POLLINATOR PROTECTION PLAN PROVES
SWEET AT ROUGH CLOSE WORKS
Contributor: Jackie Sowter, Business Standards Coordinator | EPC-UK

In May 2019, we extended EPC-UK’s wildlife conservation role by bringing
beehives onto our Rough Close Works site in Alfreton. Supported by beehive
adoption, management and educational service organisation, Plan Bee, we’ve
given a home to four new hives – with another six being installed later this year.

Scan me for our latest
Bee keepers diary entry
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PROJECT SUCCESS
To care for the bees and help manage the project we’ve
recruited the services of local beekeeper and Working
4 Wildlife (who work on behalf of the World Wildlife
Fund) employee, Andrew Bailey.
Andrew has reported that the bees have been doing
well; so well in fact that he has already divided one bee
colony into two. There have been early signs of a new
queen, recently laid eggs and evidence of a nectar flow
which can be converted by the bees into honey.

It certainly seems that the EPC-UK
apiary is producing growing numbers
of healthy pollinators.
Whilst our first and foremost concern
is always human health and safety, the
emphasis we place on supporting and
protecting our local environment
and eco-system is significant.
Jackie Sowter
Business Standards Coordinator | EPC-UK

CONSERVATION CONCERN
Andrew reassures us, that EPC-UK’s plan to form
environmental alliances and put pollinator programmes
in place is proving successful - especially in light of
reports that 17 species of British bee are now regionally
extinct, 25 species are threatened and another 31 are of
conservation worry.

17

species are now
extinct

25

species are
threatened

31

It’s a concerning fact that humanity
cannot continue to exist successfully
or healthily without pollinating insects.
We’re intent on making a difference to the
environment we operate within and are
delighted to learn that so far, the
reports reveal ‘good news’ from the
EPC-UK apiary.
Andrew Bailey
Bee Keeper | Working 4 Wildlife

species are of a
conservation worry
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FROM SUPPLY-ONLY TO A COMPREHENSIVE
‘ROCK-ON-GROUND’ SOLUTION
Contributor: Ryan Ward, Commercial Manager | EPC-UK

EPC-UK offers the most comprehensive ‘Rock-on-Ground’ service to the
mining, cement and aggregate industries. Our depth of experience, expertise
and professionalism have made us one of the leading names in the industry.

Scan me for the latest
news from EPC-UK
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Imerys is the world’s largest supplier of mineral solutions and operates over 100
mineral deposits across the globe. With 17,800 employees working across 230
industrial sites in 50 countries, it provides minerals to a variety of different industries,
from automotive, construction and consumer goods (agriculture, food and beverage,
health and personal care, and packaging) to iron and steel, and paper.

€

4.6
Revenue
in 2018

BN

17,800

230

Employees

Industrial sites
in 50 countries

THE ORIGINS
Imerys has been an EPC-UK customer for over 25 years.
Initially this was on a supply-only basis, with EPC-UK providing
commercial explosives and blasting accessories to enable Imerys
to effectively and successfully, plan and perform its own blasts.
Our expertise in the production and application of bulk emulsion
and supply of packaged explosives has played a key role in
Imerys’ original decision to work with us.
Since then our relationship has grown. We have been sharing
our drilling and blasting knowledge and efficiencies with the
Imerys team and have become ingrained within its business. As a
result of the trust that’s developed between us and our ability to
provide a complete, 360o blasting service, Imerys has awarded its
Cornwall blasting needs to EPC-UK, supported by TUPE transfer
of existing employees, under a Rock-On-Ground contract.

BLASTING SERVICES 11

THE WHOLE PACKAGE
We now supply Imerys with a comprehensive, tailored ‘Rock-onGround’ package, which features services from blast planning
and supervision, drilling, and environmental impact analysis, to
supplying explosives engineers and supervisors, consultancy,
training and auditing.
We have worked hard to understand Imerys, its business, and its
blasting needs, so we can provide a seamless service and become
an extension of the company rather than an external, third party
provider. One way we are achieving this is through the placement
of a highly skilled EPC-UK explosives engineer within Imerys.

3D PLANNING
POST BLAST
MEASUREMENT

PRE-DRILL
PROFILING

SMART
DRILLING

ENVIRONMENTAL
MONITORING

HOLE
SURVEYING

CONTROLLED
BLASTING

Expertir®

CONTROLLED
HOLE LOADING

KEEPING UP WITH KPIs
A key stipulation of EPC-UK providing Imerys with a complete
‘Rock-on-Ground’ service has been the implementation of
specific Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) at the beginning of
the contract. High on this list of KPIs was the need to continually
improve blast optimisation and drive cost efficiencies.
We are achieving the KPIs through a combination of engineering
expertise and the very latest technologies to measure and
monitor results, helping us to refine blasting parameters and
better utilise blasting energy distribution.

12 BLASTING SERVICES

OPTIMISED
DESIGN

EXPERTIR®

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS
As a comprehensive ‘Rock-on-Ground’ customer, Imerys is well
placed to take advantage of the technology EPC-UK has to offer.
Already, the company is benefitting from the latest equipment
and technology in the industry, including the use of drones to
conduct blast profile surveys.
Drone technology is not only allowing our shotfirers to undertake
a more informed and accurate blast design when used in
combination with EPC-UK’s Expertir software, but it is also
reducing the amount of time taken to conduct a survey – all of
which is helping us to achieve our KPIs and deliver a service that
goes above and beyond all other comparable market alternatives.

THE FUTURE
Since becoming a full ‘Rock-on-Ground’ customer,
we have provided Imerys with increased blast
patterns, improved blast optimisation and energy
distribution, which have been helping to drive cost
efficiencies.
The Expertir in-house drilling and blasting
optimisation software we’ve supplied ties together
the elements of a blast from drone information,
plans and fragmentation – and is supported with the
extensive skill and knowhow we’ve developed over
100 years in the industry.

Our relationship with Imerys
continues to grow from strength
to strength and both parties
are looking forward to driving
even more improvements and
efficiencies going forward.
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BEST PRACTICE SEMINAR SUCCESS
Contributor: Ian Davies, General Manager, Explosives and Blasting | EPC-UK

2019 has certainly proven to be our most successful Best Practice Seminar
year so far, with a record number of delegates attending events. Free seminars
were held in Scotland, Nottinghamshire, Cumbria, Wales and Cornwall, each
providing participants with a unique Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) opportunity.

Scan me to download
the presentations
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A WEALTH OF CONTENT
The seminars combined interactive
presentations, keynote speakers
and networking opportunities and
covered topics including Mental
Health and Safety; QNJAC Updates;
Drilling and Blasting; Common
Errors in Profiling; Management of
Change; Shotfiring Rules; Misfire
Investigation Process; Shock
Research and Development; and
Geophone Mounting techniques.
Adding to the programme’s success,
valuable contributions were made
by Dr Neil Stanley and all the HSE
Quarry Inspectors.

New techniques and technologies are continually
being introduced within our ever-changing
industry. Therefore, we feel ongoing training and the
sharing of knowledge have never been so important.
Through our programme of Best Practice Seminars, we
have been able to disseminate essential knowledge
and educate. We can also help delegates increase their
CPD hours and learn practical skills to improve their
day-to-day job roles.
Attendees have praised the range of relevant
content covered and the seminars’ professional,
focused delivery.
Ian Davies
General Manager - EPC-UK

FUTURE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Our next programme of seminars will take place in
two years. It will be just as informative and will meet
the needs of the sector at the time, providing the best
opportunity for enhancing blasting knowledge.
A selection of the Best Practice Seminar presentations
are now available for download by scanning the QR
code on page 14 or visiting:

QNJAC UPDATE – Rob Farnfield
PROFILING TECHNIQUES – Simon Bolitho
DIGITAL QUARRY UPDATE – Rob Farnfield
PROCESS SAFETY – Ben Coppock
SEISMOGRAPH SET-UP – Geoff Adderley

www.epc-groupe.co.uk/
best-practice-seminar-presentations/

SHOCK RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT – Rob Farnfield
MISFIRE INVESTIGATION PROCESS – Geoff Adderley
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SUPPORTING FARM SAFETY WEEK
Contributor: Jack Pile, Assistant Farms & Estates Manager | EPC-UK

Unsettling figures released by the Farm Safety Foundation
have revealed that 39 people lost their lives in farming related
accidents this year. As we are a company that also operates
farmland, it is news we’ve received with grave concern.

Scan me for the latest
news from EPC-UK
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PUTTING SAFETY AT THE FOREFRONT
To help reduce accident and fatality numbers, The
Farm Safety Foundation wants to encourage workers
to put safety at the forefront of everything they do.
To raise awareness of potential farming dangers, the
foundation promotes an annual ‘Farm Safety Week’,
which encourages farmers to take better care of
themselves and their colleagues.
Our farms are managed by three full time members
of staff, Jack Pile, Roger Pile and Lindsay Standing. All
three are extremely experienced farmers, but safety is
still their number one priority, as Jack explains:

The statistics announced by
the Farm Safety Foundation are
extremely alarming. Here at EPC-UK,
ensuring the safety of our farming
employees is crucial and as such we
have been using the ‘Farm Safety Week’
initiative to reinforce the message.

Safety is a daily concern for us and we
have put a number of processes
in place to ensure our day-to-day
physical and mental wellbeing.
Jack Pile
Assistant Farms & Estates Manager - EPC-UK
A FIRST-RATE RECORD FOR SAFETY
We are extremely proud of our safety record, but
we know that accidents can occur. We’re pleased
to support ‘Farm Safety Week’ and hope its
reinforcement of the importance of safety practices
will help reduce on-site accident numbers nationwide.

VALUABLE MESSAGES
At EPC-UK, we adhere to safe farming practice every day of the calendar year at both our 500-acre
Venture Crescent and 1,000-acre Bramble Island estates. In addition, we support and promote
‘Farm Safety Week’ as a route to reinforcing vital safety messages and practices. These include:
Encouraging members of farming families to text “come home safe” every day
Ensuring constant contact by carrying a three-way radio – in addition to a mobile phone
Constantly remembering to “look out, look up” when driving large vehicles to help avoid contact with telegraph wires
Ensuring farm workers always carry water
Encouraging workers to “do the right thing, not the quickest”, as shortcuts can lead to accidents
Introducing a “right to stop work” ethos, should an employee believe it is not safe to proceed.

ENVIRONMENT 17

NEXT GENERATION DRILLING AND
BLASTING CAPABILITIES

EXPERTIR®

Contributor: Dr Rob Farnfield, Head of Explosives Engineering | EPC-UK

Creating a completely digital quarry is fast becoming a reality and our
continued investment into the research, development and implementation
of drilling and blasting technologies is helping to pave the way.

Scan me for the latest
news from EPC-UK
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EXPERTIR – EVOLVING THE DIGITAL QUARRY
Our latest innovation, Expertir, is playing a pivotal
role in bringing next generation technology to our
customers’ quarries.
Expertir is a highly advanced drilling and blasting
software package that has been developed in-house
by EPC Groupe to meet the needs of our Rock-onGround customers around the world. The software
combines multiple streams of data, achieved using a
range of technologies including GPS, laser scanning
and drone photogrammetry, to create complex blast
designs based on the concept of controlled energy.
Expertir also includes the facility to export drilling
plans to the latest generation of smart drill rigs and
our fleet of bulk emulsion trucks, as well as being
able to carry out initiation pattern designs that can
be exported to various detonator systems. The final
blast design can then be uploaded to a cloud storage
platform.

HIGH HOPES FOR HILLHEAD 2020
Hillhead 2020 is set to be the
largest Hillhead exhibition to date,
making it the perfect platform from
which to demonstrate our latest
technological capabilities. We will
be offering visitors to our stand the
chance to see our innovations in
action, as well as experience Expertir and learn more
about the digital quarry.

Visit us at Hillhead on stand B34

Expertir is a facilitator for the
digital quarry. It is helping to move
EPC-UK towards a completely digital
and paperless environment, as well as
providing full remote visualisation for
customers and our engineering team
alike. It is this remote visualisation that
enables users to analyse and conduct
audits and more importantly, it provides
access to a wealth of historic data
to unlock blast optimisations.
Ryan Ward
Commercial Manager - EPC-UK

Technology has moved on
significantly over the past two years,
however, we have been hard at work
ensuring we remain at the forefront of
all new developments. Hillhead provides
us with an opportunity to showcase our
industry-leading innovations and we look
forward to welcoming customers –
both old and new – to our stand in
June 2020.
Ryan Ward
Commercial Manager - EPC-UK
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MIGRATION TO ISO 45001
Contributor: Diane Cartledge, Business Standards Manager | EPC-UK

As a business accredited with OHSAS 18001, a British Standard for
occupational health and safety systems, we will be migrating to its
replacement standard ISO 45001:2018 by the 12th March 2021.

Scan me for the latest
news from EPC-UK
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HEALTH AND SAFETY MIGRATION

THE ROLE OF THE MANAGEMENT REPRESENTATIVE

Here at EPC-UK, occupational health and safety is
embedded into our culture and as such, we already
have the accreditations and systems in place to
enable us to migrate from one standard to the other,
smoothly and seamlessly.

Under ISO 45001, senior management will be
discouraged from delegating the operation of
occupational health and safety management systems
to representatives; limiting the risk to one employee
and avoiding senior management from becoming
distant from the system.

To help you better understand the new standard,
we have identified key differences between OHSAS
18001 and ISO 45001:

ENHANCED ROLE OF TOP MANAGEMENT

ANNEX SL

The changeover will require senior management to
take a stronger top-down leadership role to drive
performance and better protect employees.

ISO 45001, like most other ISO standards, has
adopted the Annex SL High Level Structure (HLS). It’s
a structure we’re already familiar with, which will help
us to simplify, build and manage integration for a
smoother transition.

HEALTH AND SAFETY CULTURE

IMPROVED PLANNING

The transition will help staff contribute to a health
and safety culture, feel empowered to create it, and
raise awareness of the advantages of a safe and
efficient workplace.

We’ll be placing stronger H&S emphasis on planning
and setting objectives, resource availability, staff
responsibilities and relevant KPIs.
A NEW DEFINITION OF ‘HEALTH’

RISKS, HAZARDS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Whilst OHSAS 18001 focuses on controlling hazards,
ISO 45001 will encourage ‘risk-based thinking’, where
strategies are devised to remedy a broader range of
risks before they materialise.

At EPC-UK, we never think of health and safety in
purely physical terms. Mental well-being is a key
priority for us, and with ISO 45001 we’ll have a more
flexible standard to enable us to care for both body
and mind.
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PUTTING INNOVATION CENTRE STAGE
AT THE 2019 EFEE CONFERENCE
Contributor: Ben Williams, Managing Director | EPC-UK

The EFEE (European Federation of Explosives Engineers) 10th World
Conference on Explosives and Blasting was held at the Scandic Marina
Congress Centre in Helsinki from the 15th to the 18th September.

Scan me for the latest
on EFEE 2021
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A WORLD-WIDE AUDIENCE

THE FUTURE OF BLASTING TECHNOLOGY

As a gold sponsor and exhibitor we were at its heart.
As one of 50 exhibitors, the EPC Groupe showcased
the latest developments in blasting techniques,
products and processes to the 470 delegates, who
were visiting from over 45 different countries.

In addition to the exhibition, the conference hosted
38 technical sessions on a variety of different topics,
from Health, Safety and Environment, Blasting Work
Experiences and Technical Developments; to Blast
Vibration and Seismology, Blast Design Management,
New Applications and Training, and EU Directives and
Harmonisation Work.

The EFEE Conference attracts
attendees from around the world,
many of whom are leaders in their
particular fields. This makes it the perfect
place to meet our peers, discover
new developments and discuss the
wider issues facing our industry.

The technical sessions provided an opportunity for
us to hear about the most up-to-date research and
approaches on areas including environmental control
and pre-splitting.

Ben Williams
Managing Director - EPC-UK

It was particularly interesting to
hear the talk on research into the
measurement of velocity of detonation
through electromagnetic pulse detection,
due to its potential for allowing easier
multi-hole measurement of this
parameter, as well as its additional
safety benefits.

GROUND-BREAKING INNOVATION
The conference was a huge success for us. Our
stand attracted many visitors and initiated several
interesting discussions. The techniques and
technology currently being deployed in the explosives
and blasting industry is ground-breaking and the
EFEE Conference illustrated that innovations are set
to continue, indicating that the future of our sector is
extremely bright.

Dr Rob Farnfield
Head of Explosive Engineering - EPC-UK

THE 11TH EFEE WORLD CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD IN BUCHAREST, ROMANIA 2021
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FIRST DISPATCH FROM NEW BULK EMULSION
PLANT LEAVES FOR TUNSTEAD QUARRY
Contributor: Ryan Ward, Commercial Manager | EPC-UK

We’re pleased to report that the first delivery of bulk emulsion, also
known as Ammonium Nitrate Blasting Intermediate (ANBI), made at
our new state-of-the-art emulsion facility has been dispatched to the
Tarmac-owned Tunstead Quarry in Derbyshire.

Scan me to visit the
EPC-UK Product Guide
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BEST IN CLASS

ADVANCED INFRASTRUCTURE

Tunstead is one of our largest quarries and most
established customers. The bulk emulsion was
manufactured at our new, safety enhanced, Upper
Tier COMAH (Control of Major Accident Hazards)
facility and is considered ‘Best in Class’ for functional
safety and quality.

In addition to enhancing safety, the plant’s
combination of advanced infrastructure and
innovative equipment allows us to increase
production and improve turnaround times. The facility
also provides us with the flexibility to vary production
rates, which helps us offer an even higher standard of
product and service to all our customers.

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
The development of our new plant represents EPCUK’s biggest infrastructure investment in 25 years
and has incorporated the adaptation of two existing
buildings to house processing equipment and raw
material storage. Two new structures have been
constructed to accommodate both an Ammonium
Nitrate silo and a final product silo. A new steam and
condensate line has also been installed, whilst the
facility’s access road has been widened and a new
weighbridge created.

BLENDEX®
The BLENDEX® range is specifically designed for large
scale quarrying, mining and civil engineering blasting
works. Several types of BLENDEX® are available on
specific energy and have requirements depending on
the customer.

Tunstead Quarry considers maintaining its impressive safety standards to be of
utmost importance. We feel that the measures we’ve taken in order to ensure the
safest possible production of our bulk emulsion reflect Tunstead’s own operational values.
As one of our largest customers of bulk emulsion, we wanted the first
consignment produced at our new plant to be delivered to Tunstead – a
fitting client for an impressive achievement.
Ryan Ward
Commercial Manager - EPC-UK

For more information on the Blendex range, please visit our website
or email our sales department on sales@epc-groupe.co.uk
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AIM FOR A HOLE IN ONE FOR THE NEXT
EPC-UK ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF DAY
Contributor: Julie Wootton, Head of HR & IT | EPC-UK

72 of our customers, suppliers and staff swung into action earlier this
year at our 4th annual charity golf day. They battled their way around the
Macdonald Portal Golf and Spa Hotel championship course, helping to
raise much needed money for our chosen charity, Hand on Heart.

Scan me for more info
on Golf Day 2020

26 CHARITY GOLF DAY 2020

defibrillators donated to schools

SWINGING INTO ACTION
Their efforts – together with our raffle of over 60
prizes - raised an impressive £2,500, which means
we can fund equipment and training to place two
more defibrillators in schools; each intended to help
prevent the deaths of the 12 young people who
suddenly die every single week from cardiac arrest.
23 DEFIBRILLATORS AND COUNTING…
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To-date our annual charitable golf events have
enabled the purchase of 23 school defibrillators
across the country. We’d like to see that number
grow further. To help achieve our goal we’d love you
to join us in 2020, as we return to the Macdonald
Portal Golf and Spa Hotel.

Golf Day 2020 | Thursday 3rd September | McDonald Portal Hotel & Spa, Cheshire

RESERVE YOUR PLACE FOR 2020
We’ve set the date for Thursday 3rd September. Why
not make the most of the event and stay the night?
We can arrange hotel accommodation for after the
evening meal.

Compete as an individual and we’ll create a team for
you or enter with your chosen four players in place.
Join us for the first time or return to pick up play
where you left off this year. Either way it will be great
to see you on the day and your participation will
certainly help to make a difference to our cause.

GET READY TO PLAY

THE GOLF DAY INCLUDES:

We’ll take to the course to play an 18-hole Texas
Scramble competition, which will be awarded with
both team and individual prizes. We’ll also be bringing
our ‘nearest-the-pin’ and ‘longest drive’ competitions
back into play.

• Bacon rolls and coffee
• 18-holes of championship golf
• A 3-course evening meal
• Trophies, prizes and a raffle
If you’d like to find out more, or receive an application
form, please email: Julie.Wootton@epc-groupe.co.uk
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